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	Lesson 17: Your Life Online
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	2
	Lesson Objectives
	
	Review the objectives with students so they know what will be covered in the lesson.
	
	5-10

	
	We Are Social Beings
	
	Ask students if they agree that humans are social. Do computers and digital communications dehumanize us?
	
	

	3
	· How Do We Share Information?
	5.3
	Computer bulletin board systems first became popular in the late 1970s and early 1980s, when the first 300 bps analog modems became available. 
This was before the Internet, before DNS, before routers and hubs – this was the era of 8-bit processors and 16K of RAM. 
A BBS was one PC using a standard telephone line and an analog modem to call another PC and type text to the person sitting in front of it.  
	
	

	
	· Blogs
	
	Does anyone in class have a blog? Or do they follow particular blogs? Do you have a blog?
	
	

	
	· Forums
	
	Time permitting, visit one of the forums listed in the course book and show students how to find and view discussions. 
	
	

	
	· Wikis
	
	Time permitting, visit a wiki site and click a series of links to show how articles and pages are linked to one another.
	
	

	4
	Social Media Networks
	5.1
	What is the opinion in your classroom – are social networks useful or are they a way for people to waste time? 
	
	

	5
	· Building the Network
	
	Use the example of “six degrees of separation” (no one is more than six relationships away from any other person in the world) to illustrate the connectedness – and sheer numerical power – that social networking taps into. 
Social networks make tasks such as crowdsourcing and crowdfunding possible and effective. 
	
	

	6
	· Friends and Friend Requests
	
	Remind students that it is considered an unsafe practice to accept friend requests from strangers.
	
	

	7
	· Why Do People Join Social Networks?
	
	How many students are members of social media networks?
Why did they join? 
How often do they log on and what do they do while they are online?
	
	

	8
	· Popular Social Media Networks
	
	The image on Slide 8 (http://www.geek.com/geek-cetera/social-media-explained-with-donuts-1466613/) provides a helpful illustration on the subtle differences among various social media networks:.
	
	

	9
	Open vs Closed Social Media Networks
	5.2
	Open network = open to the public.
Closed network = open only to employees of a specific company.
	
	

	10
	· Advantages of Closed Networks
	
	Closed networks are designed to facilitate collaboration and communication among employees of the same company. 
· The employees may be spread over a wide geographic region;
· they may be directly employed by subsidiary companies.
A closed social network provides a framework and foundation for uniting everyone in one company culture – and making everyone feel as if they are part of the same unified whole.
	
	

	11
	Taking a Look at LinkedIn
	5.1
	Do any students already have a LinkedIn account? 
· When did they join?
· Why did they join?
LinkedIn’s connection “hierarchy” illustrates the power and reach of social networks.
	
	

	
	· Creating a LinkedIn Account
	
	Students will create an account shortly.
	
	

	12
	· Creating Your LinkedIn Profile
	
	Students should be familiar with the various fields in the top section of a LinkedIn profile.
	
	

	
	Exercise 17-1: Creating a LinkedIn account
	
	Students create a LinkedIn account and set up their profiles
	No files required
	25-35

	
	· Inviting Connections
	
	Possible discussion:
Who do you know?
· Would you invite them to connect on LinkedIn?
· Why or why not?
· Do any of the people you know work in a field in which you are interested?
· Do any of the people you know, know other people in positions of power?
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	Managing Your Digital Identity
	5.1
9.3
9.4
	Your online identity is the total of all your online activity, and your indicated preferences and interests (for example, people that you follow).
	
	

	14
	· Digital Footprints
	
	Everything you do online leaves a trace.
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	· Online is Forever
	
	Once you post something, you can never truly remove it.
· That is, you can delete it, but you can never know for certain that someone else does not have a copy of it.
	
	

	16
	· Why Is Your Digital Identity Important?
	
	For better or worse, people check online to find information about you for a variety of reasons. 
Your online identity is a modern version of your (old school) “permanent record” that followed you throughout your school career. 
Whether people think it is “fair” or not, this is the new reality, We must all be aware of it, and take steps to promote a positive image.
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	· Creating a Positive Online Identity
	
	Sometimes the only way to prevent people from finding unfavorable information about you is to “bury” it under a lot of good information.
Actively and purposefully posting positive thoughts, comments, photos, and the like can be an effective course of action to overshadow any negative things you might have posted in the past. 
	
	

	18
	· Personal Identity and Professional Identity
	
	There are varied philosophies concerning whether it is ethical to maintain separate identities online.
How do your students feel about the subject?
Aliases
Students should understand that an alias is an assumed name.
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	· Managing Your Online Identity
	
	Some may argue that blogs and social media were intended to be places where you could freely express your opinion.
You are always free to express your opinion, but you need to understand that there could be consequences:
· If you simply want to use your blog as a place to rant, don’t make it publicly searchable. You can keep your blog private;
· Laws against libel and slander apply in online communications just as they do in other platforms – these laws are not new, they now apply to an additional “arena”.
	
	

	20
	Online Behavior
	5.4
	Students should be aware that not everyone is truly who they appear to be online. 
If necessary, mention that:
· online arenas can be “hunting grounds” for pedophiles posing as minors;
· it is not safe to meet your online friends in person unless it is in a public and safe place – and even then, it might be a good idea to bring a friend along.
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	· Cyber Bullying
	
	Schools have been implementing anti-bullying policies and programs that make students aware of bullying and its potential results for several years.
· How do your students feel about and react to bullying?
	
	

	22
	Computers and Your Health
	9.1
9.2
	Long hours in front of a computer can cause physical, social, and mental ailments.
	
	

	
	· Coping with Change
	
	It is important to see changing technology as an opportunity to improve the way we get things done.
It is equally important to remember that not everyone has the means or the desire to jump in to the newest technology the moment it becomes available.
· People like to feel comfortable and confident with their machines and tools;
· For some, new technology is confusing and frustrating and it takes a little longer for these folks to get onboard.
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	· Disengaging
	
	Do your students agree that it is important to disengage?
· Does anyone prefer to spend an allotted amount of time in solitude each day or each week? Why?
· Has anyone felt overwhelmed by a seemingly endless flood of information coming at them?
· Do students have any tips to share about finding and maintaining balance between time alone (disengaged) and time with others?
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	· Internet Addiction
	
	Ask your students how many hours they spend online.
· Do they think they spend too much time online?
· How can you know how much time online is too much?
· Do your students know anyone who they think might be addicted to the Internet?
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	· Ergonomic Best Practices
	
	Do your students know anyone who suffers from an RSI?
	
	

	
	Exercise 17-2: Assessing ergonomics
	
	Students assess their own ergonomics in the classroom
	No files required
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	Lesson Summary
	
	Review the objectives with students to remind them of what was covered in the lesson. Provide a short summary of the features and give students a chance to complete exercises if they did not complete them earlier.
	
	5-10

	27-32
	Review Questions
	
	There are a number of ways you can have students complete the review questions to ensure they comprehend the concepts and are comfortable with the topics in this lesson:
· As a group for open discussion and participation by all students; or in smaller groups for discussion between the members of those groups
· Students can answer the questions on their own and then mark each other’s papers; or students can check their own answers against a printed copy of the Answers (available from the Instructor Resources).
You can also use the review questions as a quiz.
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